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Having a Pet 


Test Your Dog I.Q. 


“Say What?” 


Visit to 
peek behind the scenes of 
AG magazine! Always get a 
parent’s permission before 
surfing the Web or giving 
out your full name, address, 
or any other personal info. 


Clever crafts with 
an animal twist | 


o 


Meet twin sisters 


who are raising a 


Seeing Eye dog. 


+ 


Call 


Proud to Be an American Girl!” 


Sea Doodles 

Draw dolphins, fish, 
and oodles of under- 
water creatures. 


26 


“Say What?” 
See if you can guess 
where funny animal 
sayings came from! 


20 


closely at 


About the Cover 
Meet Lindsey F, age 12. Look 


cover and at'the one above. 
They're similar, but there is 
one big difference. Figure it 
out? For the answer, and for 
more info about the cover 
photo shoot, go to “Behind 
the Scenes” on page 49. 


~ 9) Look for fun facts sprinkled throvghout the magazine! } 
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americangirl.com 


her photo on the 


Cover photo: Monica Skeisvoll 


etters trom lou 


When I saw the covers of the 
November/December 2003 
issue, I was happy for the cover 
contest winners, even though I 
wasn’t one of them. When I read 
about the winners, I realized 
that the cover contest was about 
getting to know other AG 
readers, not just about winning. 


Margaret F 


Age 12, Massachusetts 


Double the Fun 
What a great idea for the 
November/December issue to 
have two covers. I was surprised 
when the magazine turned 
upside down in the middle! 


Oe 


Age 12, Alabama 
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Reader Surprise 


On page 19, you’ll read about our latest 
Reader Surprise contest! To enter, just 
send a postcard by April 15 with your 
first and last name, address, and phone 
number to: 


Reader Surprise—M/A [- 
8400 Fairway Place [| 
Middleton, WI 53562 
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Pretty Pillow 
I loved the iron-ons for making 
a dreamy pillowcase in the 
November/December issue. 
My pillowcase turned out 
great, and I enjoy looking at my 
pillow before I go to bed every 
night. Thanks so much for a 
fun and easy craft! 


Write to Us! 


Want to drop us a line? Write us at: 


AmericanGirl 


8400 Fairway Place 
Middleton, WI 53562 


You can also send letters via e-mail to 
im_agmag_editor@pleasantco.com. 
Either way, be sure to include your first 
and last name and your birth date. We 
can’t use every letter we receive, but 
we read and learn from each one. 


Official Rules 

1. Drawing not open to employees of 
Pleasant Company and its affiliates. 
2. Only one entry per family. 

3. To be valid, all entries must be 
received by mail by April 15, 2004. 
Entries may not be faxed or e-mailed. 
4. All entries become the property 
of Pleasant Company and will not 

be returned. 

5. Void where prohibited by law. 


Illustrations: Mary Lynn Blasutta 


AmericanGit 


PRESIDENT 
Ellen L. Brothers 
Vice PRESIDENT, DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT 
Gina Beebe 
PUBLISHER 
Diane Morgenthaler 


we 


EDITORIAL DIRECTOR 
Michelle Nowadly Watkins 
EXECUTIVE EDITOR 
Kristi Thom 
MANAGING EDITOR ARTICLES EDITOR 
Barbara E. Stretchberry Emma MacLaren Henke 
ASSOCIATE EDITOR 
Jessica Hastreiter 
CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 
Trula Magruder, Shannon Seip 


eave, 


CREATIVE MANAGER 
Julie Mierkiewicz 
SENIOR PRODUCTION MANAGER 
Karn Litsheim 
ArT DIRECTOR 
Valerie Paulin 
ASSOCIATE ART DIRECTORS 
Gina Luoma, Dan Nordskog, Katie Rundell 


CONTRIBUTING WRITERS . 
Julia A. Monroe, Peri Padmos den Dulk, Lindsay Wolff 


>, & 


CIRCULATION MANAGER — CONSUMER SOURCE MANAGER 
Shawn Niebeling Joey Ravenscroft 
BUSINESS ANALYST CIRCULATION ASSISTANT 
Titi Hepp Amy Arzamendi 


SPECIAL THANKS TO 
Melissa Campbell, Patti Kelley Criswell, Meagan Eggers, 
Suzi Galloway, Judith Lary, Sarajane Lien, Julie Matthews, 
Dr. Sandra Sawchuk, DVM, Sally Wood 


Cover Crevirs: Wardrobe styling: Judy Redder. Hair: Cindy Stutzel. 
Earrings: Claire's, 

AMERICAN GIkL® (ISSN 1062-7812, Canadian Sales Agreement Number 
40635507) is published bimonthly by Pleasant Company Publications, 
8400 Fairway Place, Middleton, WI 53562, Copyright © 2004 by Pleasant 
Company. All rights reserved, Subscription rates: One year (six issues) $22.95, 
Canadian subseriptions $29 U.S. Funds, Single issues (current or back copies) 
$4.95, Prices subject to change, Periodical postage paid at Madison, Wisconsin, 
and additional mailing offices, Posrmasrer: Send address changes to American 
Girl, P.O. Box 5534, Harlan, 1A 51593-1034, 


mas 


CusTomeR SRRVICK: 1-800-234-1278, Sunscriper: Send change of address 
information six weeks before moving to American Girl, P.O. Box 5534, Harlan, IA 
51599-1034, Send old address label (recent mailing label is best), new address, 
and new telephone number, or call 1-800-234-1278. Occasionally, American Girl 
makes its list of adult and family names available to other reputable companies for 
their offering of products and varies make every effort to ensure that girls’ 
names are not included on this list, Ifyou prefer not to receive such mail, please 
call our customer service department at 1-800-234-1278 or write to us at P.O. Box 
620986, Middleton, WI 53562-0986, 

Eorrokiat Orrices: American Girl, Editorial Department, P.O. Box 620986, 
Middleton, WE $9662.0086, Pleasant Company Publications cannot accept liability 
for lows or damage of photographs or other materials. Unsolicited materials will be 
returned only {accompanied by a selfaddressed stamped envelope. ALL COMMENTS 
AND SUGGESTIONS RECKIVIED HY AMERICAN GIRL BECOME THE SOLE PROPERTY OF 
AMERICAN GIRL AND MAY {il USD WITHOUT COMPENSATION OR ACKNOWLEDGMENT, All 
the instruetions in American Girl have been tested by children and adults. Results 
from their testing were incorporated into the text. Because of differing tools, 
materials, conditions, and individual skills, the publisher disclaims liability for any 
injuries, losses, or other damages that may result from using information in this 
magazine, American Girl®, Proud to Be an American Girl™, and Girls Express® are 
trademarks of Pleasant Company, Pleasant Company trademarks cannot be used 
without the express written consent of Pleasant Company. ISBN 1-58485-926-1. 

AMERICAN GIRL AS PUBLISHED BY 
PLEASANT COMPANY PUBLICATIONS 
8400 Fairway Place 
Middleton, WI 53562 
E-mail address: im_agmag_editor@pleasantco.com 
americangirl.com 


be Winner ofa 2002 | <> 
Parents’ Choice « P y) 
Gold Award The National 
Magazine 
1 Awards Finalist 


American Girl § iy 


é 
5 
3 


M4401 


Photos: Jamie Young Illustrations: Debra Spina Dixon 


Buzzword 

American girls everywhere will be 
using this buzzword this season: 
lionize 

How to say it: LIE-uh-nize 


What it means: to treat someone 
like she or he is important or a 
celebrity 


Where it comes from: A well- 
known Tower of London exhibit 
of wild lions that lasted from 
the 1600s to the 1800s was so 
popular that the term “lion” came 
to mean someone or something 
of special interest. 


One way to use it: “Rebekah’s 
friends started to lionize her after 
she won their town’s talent show.” 


The buzzword is tucked somewhere 
into this issue of American Girl. Can 


you find it? Answer is on page 42. 


Sos 


Cuddly Cupcakes ® 


Frosting and candy turn plain cupcakes into these grrreat treats! 


Candy Cat 


Place gumdrops between two 
pieces of wax paper and flatten 
them with a rolling pin. Cut out 
ears, eyes, stripes, and a tongue 
and press onto an orange 
frosted cupcake. Use a piece 
of candy melt for a nose and 
licorice for whiskers. Add dots 
of black frosting for pupils. 


Fluffy Puppy 


Frost a cupcake with tan 
frosting. Use round mints and 
black frosting for eyes, then 
press on Nutter Butter ears, 
mini-chip freckles, and a 
gumdrop nose and tongue. 


Brrr Bear 
Frost a cupcake white. Make the 
frosting thick near the bottom to 

[) shape a snout. Press on coconut. 

Add round candies for eyes and 
gumdrops for a nose and ears. 


x 


MARCH/APRIL 2004 


3 


CirkExpres 


Shining 
Star 


Alex B. is a real feline friend. In fact, 
the lowa girl has shared her home 
with more than 115 kittens over the 
past three years! Alex, 10, and her 
family provide a foster home for ani- 
mals in need. “We care for animals 
when the humane society is full—or 
when the animals are too young or 
sick,” Alex explains. “We give them 
back to the humane society when 
they’re ready to be adopted.” 


tus. Th the snow, it 
ent. Then Minnie did 


Somethi i j 
ng amazing. She Jumped on the Moose and bit into 


its neck! Minnie kept t 


Our lives! 
a Sincerely, 
J | ‘7 \/ 
‘awe anya. G ye 
Alex feeds her furry friends and Age. 12; Pennsylvania 


Spends time with them to help them 
get used to humans. She’s especially _— 
800d at working with kittens that He 
seem afraid of people. “I can be 
very quiet and calm when | want 
to be,” she says. “| gently pet the 
kittens so they’re not scared.” 


Secs 


Friend 


Alex admits it’s hard to Say good- 

bye to kittens when they’re ready to 
be adopted, but she knows her hard 3 
work often saves their lives, “| just je é d held onto her as w 

really love animals,” she Says, ro I got in the pied wile a eee: looked around with her 
in a slid down the hill. Fawkes j red! As I dragged 
it’s fun to be able to help them. d amber eyes. She didn’t seem bag 3 : ai ne 
eee back up the hill, Fawkes just sat on the slit 


pery surface and held on. H 


Finding Nemo image © Disney/PIXAR 


SAE 


hens, but they all 
Fawkes was the only " 
the ride. Sledding with Fawke 
I like best about winter. 


7 J 
Sincerely, 


Veron &: 


Age 12, Connecticut 


Sledding hen photo: Michelle McLoughlin/The Meriden Record Journal 
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- mini horses, 


At 


CirkExpress 


Healing Horse 


Gumi, 


Dear American 


idi hen I 
I started riding horses Ww 
the park where I ride, I met a woman named Donn 


miniature horses. 

Soon I started going with Donna 
to the hospital to vist 
‘Let’s Peace It Together 
kids in the hospital can 
I was diagnose 
time there. Th 
ttle brighter and more en) 
es because of the 


was seven years old. At 


and Durango 7 


feel lonely, 
a with diabetes, 


program called 

IT know that 
because when I was five, 
and I had to spend some 
make the kids’ days a li igh 
Kids can really relate to the mini hors 
animals’ size and calmness. 
“The horses just make the 
kids so happy! 


Sincerely, 


Age 13, lorida 


alll 
cael 


Puppy Love 
w= 


Dear American Girl, 


_ Two years ago 
: ; , My mom and I ado 
Picked her because she wa pted my dog, 


Charlotte 


adopt her, 
‘Later, 


=> We told a 

+ Be See and she got charmer, ae 

: & Bea Be sent in donations to help 

= we first put Charlotte in 
mer wheels, she shook and was 
Very Scared. But now we Can tt 
al catch up to her. When we 

gese €ach other, she always wins! 


Ss incerely, 


Age 11, Connecticut 


eee 
ue eererrereseeeeeee 


a who owns 


one of her 
t sick kids through a 


e mini-horse visits 
joyable. 


Your answers: 


In our November/December 
2003 issue, we asked you which 
animal movie is your all-time 
favorite. Your top choice: 


L380 


* 


Other favorites: 


Spirit: Stallion of 
the Cimarron 


The Lion King 


Next question: 


Summer is great, but it has 
a downside, too. Tell us which 
summer bummer bugs you the 


most. Circle your answer. 
a. sunburn ~ AG 
b. mosquitoes 


c. sticking to a hot car seat 


L Yim SA OL Wau} lew poue SAQMSUE ANO! 
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Looking for a few laughs? Use 
glitter glue to attach google eyes 
to small, round magnets. Let dry. 
Place the google-eye magnets over 
the eyes of an animal in a snapshot 
or postcard. Hang your funny friend 
on the fridge or in your locker. 


te 


Pron eRRIE ee 


NA es cee ee lee 
el Help 
a | Making friends is hard, especially | 
i if you’re new at school. We’d 

= | love to hear your tips and stories 
BS about meeting friends at school. 

. \ Send your advice to the address 

. | on page 2 along with your first 

=" and last name, address, and 

” | birth date. 

> 

_ 

cl 

> 
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| 

> 
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Our contest winners prove that sometimes, peis \ 
and their owners really do start to look alike! 


\ 


Kendall L. and Sick 


Age 11, Texas 


hah ana Annie b-. and Magwiteh 
ages 12 and 11, pareseiens oo 


———i | 
oe 


Elizabeth C. and Buttercup 


Age 10, Wisconsin 


Hayley P and Badger 


Age 10, Wisconsin 


—— 


a 


Tara O. and Snickers 


Age 11, Texas 


ay : - a 
Chelcea Ko anal Chevy Rachel W. and Thoma 


Virginia 
Age 12, Michigan sc oan 


Adriana V. and Meowseré 
Age 11, lowa 


a G. and Hrershes 


Iites 
age 12, Wisconsin 


Hannah K., age 11, of California sent us this stylish self-portrait. 
How do you see yourself? Make a picture of yourself using any 
materials you choose—paints, fabric, clay, 
computer art, or anything else. Your portrait 
doesn’t have to look exactly like you, but it 
should show your personality. Send your self- 
portrait and your school photo—along with 
your first and last name, eo and birth 
date—to the address on page 2. Deadline: 

yril 1° Our favorites will appear in 
the September/October 2004 issue. Sorry, 
we can’t return entries. 


Meghan L. and Buttonc 


Age 10, Wisconsin 


res 


(4) 


Heart to Heart 84 


Having a Pet £ 


What are the best things about pet 


ownership? What are the worst? 
What’s your best pet advice? 


I think it’s good to 
have a pet. You 


can play with her, 
teach her tricks, and care for 
her. It’s good to get your mind 
off yourself and take care of 
someone else. 

NMotabie ZL. 


Age 9, Michigan 


I have a pony 
named Moon Pie. 


He’s really cute 
and fun. But I have to get up 
early every day to feed him, 
give him water, groom him, 
and exercise him. I think it 
is definitely 
worth all the 
work whenI | > 
have a good 
ride, though. 


Emma C. 


Age 10, Vermont 
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I love my dog 
and my cat. The 
only problem is 
that they both shed terribly. I 
always feel dumb when I go to 
my dance classes wearing my 
black leotard because all of the 
dog and cat hair shows up so 
clearly on it! 


gd 


Age 12, Minnesota 


When I first got 
my dogs, they 
were puppies 
and they missed their moms. 

I put myself in their place and 
imagined what it would be 
like to have a really big person 
take me away from my mom 
and siblings at a young age. 

It would be scary! 


irks 


Age 13, California 


I have a ferret 
named Mary, 
and she’s a big 
responsibility. I have to clean 
out her cage twice a week. For 
a little animal, she makes a big 
mess. But on the bright side, 

I really enjoy petting her and 
watching movies with her. We 
have popcorn for me 
and ferret treats 
for her. She is 


a fun pet! 


ikki L.* 


Age 11, Illinois 


One of the best 
things about 
having cats is 
that they are so cuddly, but it 
really stinks to have to clean 
out the cat pan! 


Age 2 2. 


Illustrations: Laura Cornell 
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- down on it! 


There are six pets 
in my family. If 


you play sports 
after school like I do, it’s hard 
to give pets the attention they 
need. That’s why it’s better to 
have a family pet rather than 
your own. If your whole family 
pitches in, it’s less work for you 
and more affection for the pet. 


Rachel G. 


Age 11, Washington 


Having pets is 
hard, but fun. 
One thing you 


need to know before you get 
pets is that you'll spend a lot of 
money on them. At least I do. 


Ashl 


Age 10, Georgia 


I have two cats. 
The best thing is 
when they sleep * 
with me and purr. The worst 
thing is when I’m reading a 


new magazine on 4 
the floor and they | |, 
come and lie > 


Seplamber &. ‘S | $) 


Age 11, Nebraska 


My dog, Riley, 
and I love each 
other so much. 
He comes with my mom to pick 
me up at school, and he waits at 
the front door when I’m not 
home. The worst part about 
having Riley is taking him for 
walks when I want to do other 
things. But that’s 
O.K. because 
he’s so good 


to me. 


Katie . 


Age 10, Illinois 


The best thing 
about having pets 
is that if you’re . 
lonely, you can talk and share 
secrets with them, and they’ll 
never tell anyone! 


Roch B 


Age 9, Colorado 


My advice to 
future pet owners 
is, find out as 
much as you can about the 
animal before you get it. That 
will prevent problems later. 


Hannan P 


Age 13, New Jersey 


Taking care of 

a pet is not easy! 
But the best part 
about having pets is that all 


they want from you is love and 
attention. They will return love 
unconditionally and be your 
most loyal friends. 


Karen ©. 


Age 12, Texas 


‘Speak from 
“Your Heart 


Next subject: School slipups. 

) What was the most embarrassing 
thing that ever happened to you 
at school? What did people say? 
How did that make you feel and 
how did you deal with it? What 
‘can you do to keep your cool 

_ when your face is bright red? 


Send answers, first and last 
name, birth date, and photo to 
the address on page 2. 


Deadline: April 7, 2004 
Some answers will appear in the So 
September/October 2004 issue. * y 
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os, True False 
Whether you have 
q dog of your own 
or just see dogs i) 
your neighborhood, 
take this quiz and 
find out how much 
you know about 
your furry friends. | 


°@’ O° °e@° 


2 A wagging tail means a 
dog is just feeling good for no 
particular reason. 


True False ) 
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3 Ears flat back against his 
head is a dog’s way of saying 
“Tm scared” or “I’m mad.” 


\ True False 
Ay \ 


OA fi Se 


~ 


AS ocs gather information 

about their environment by 

keeping an eye on- everything. 
-\ 


True “False _) 


§ Dogs are able to think 
and interpret information. 


‘True pp 


False 


6 A dog sticks his ears 
straight up when he’s bored. 


True False 


1 a dog is scratching his 
ears, it means he is confused 
and nervous. 


True False 


[re 


fee 


ma 
6 When a dog’s tail is 
between his legs, it means 
he doesn’t feel well. 


True) False 


¢ 


g A tail hanging halfway 
means a dog is relaxed 
and feeling O.K. 


False 


True 


10 A tail held high means 
a dog is happy. 


True False 


Af Because dogs are 


house pets, they don’t have 
wild instincts. 


True False 


4, False 
Your dog thinks of your family as her 
pack. Since wolves live in packs for 


hunting and security, your dog’s wild 
instincts create the same need to be 


a part of a group. A dog needs regular 


interaction with you and your family 
to feel safe and happy. 


2 False 


A wagging tail can mean a dog’s 
happy, but only if it’s combined 
with a reason for him to be happy, 
like seeing you. Some dogs wag 
their tails when they’re in a 
defensive or challenging mood, 

so be alert and careful. 


3 True 


Ears flat against the head usually 
indicate some sort of distress or 
hostility. Some dogs do this while 
they are growling—they might bite! 


| False 


While some dogs have good vision, 
don’t underestimate that wet nose! 
A dog relies on her nose to explore 
the world. In fact, a dog’s sense of 
smell is 100 times stronger than a 
human’s! Her nose is super sensitive, 
so be gentle. 


BS we 


Dogs are smart creatures. Some 
psychologists believe a dog can 
understand up to 200 words or 
more—just like a two-year-old 
human. Dogs can also interpret 
tone and body language. 


6 False 
Pointing his ears straight up is a 
dog’s way of asking, “What’s going 


on?” He’s curious, alert, and ready 
for action. 


Illustrations: Amanda Haley 


KG) False 


A tail held high is a threat. A dog a wagging tail that is straight out, 
False is saying, “Back off. I’m the boss.” a flagging tail is high as a warning 
Watch for “flagging”—when the tail to watch out. 


A dog that is scratching his 
ears probably has fleas or an ear 
infection. If he keeps it up, tell 
an adult. The dog may need to 
see a veterinarian. 


moves slowly back and forth. Unlike 


pled 


‘. 
8 True 


The lower the tail, the bigger the Your dog’s ancestors were wild human homes. But your dog still has 
problem. If a dog’s tail is between wolves. Over thousands of years, the instincts her ancestors needed in 
his legs, he is really scared, sick, dogs have become domestic the wilderness. Her behavior stems 
or in trouble! animals, meaning they live in from these wild roots. 


For more tips about 
dogs, check out Me 
& My Dog, available 
4 at bookstores. x 


g True 


A tail hanging halfway means, “I’m 
0.K.” Your dog is relaxed and calm. 


or 


Zoo Review 


Treat yourself—or your pet—to one of these 
fun new animal products, tested by AG readers. 


Woof Words 


“The Bow-Lingual translates a dog’s 
barks into the words the dog might 
be saying. | didn’t think the product 
really did its job, though, because 
it translated lots of noises that were 
not dog barks. But it did seem to 
translate my dogs, General Shorty 
and Lucky, correctly a few times.” 


Bow-Lingual 
by Takara, $100 


ee ee 00 00 00 


y ie) ee wes 
Abbey C. 


Age 13, Ohio 


Tweet Talk 


“With this handheld bird identifier, 
you choose which bigdsong you 
want to hear and just press the 
button. It helps when you’re trying 
to identify a bird by its call. Before, 
| knew only the names of different 
birds. Now | know what they sound 
like! But when I listened to real 
birds, | noticed that some of the 
birdsongs weren’t quite accurate.” 


Birdsong IdentiFlyer 
by For the Birds, $36 


@ ee oe o°9 OO, 


~ eae a e@ ONO 
Hannoh BG. 


Age 11, Wisconsin 


Pup Tent 
“The Mutt Hutt is a tent made just for 
dogs. It’s as easy to open and set up 
as an umbrella, and it has lots of cool 
features—even its own doggy door! | 
think it’s a great product. It gives my 
dog, Woody, his own special place, 
wherever we go.” 


Mutt Hutt 
by Ruff Wear, 
$88/$98 


‘SSS 
Pinay ©. 


Age 11, New Jersey 


yy 


Pocket Pets 
“MicroPets are voice-activated robot Custom Collar 


pets that fit into the palm of your “You personalize this pet collar with 
hand. Give them a command, and letter and picture beads that come 


they’ll do it. | liked that they can in different styles. It’s cool 
respond to their names—it’s almost that you can decorate the 


like having a real pet.” collar however you want! When 
Cd on I clipped it on my dog Vickey’s leash, 
though, the part of the collar that 


hows her name went under her neck. 
RX I no s i 
a  & so | couldn’t see it.” 


Lauren . A¢ Build a Better Pet Collar 
Age 11, California by The Bead Shop, 

$13 for the collar plus 
$2-$5 per bead 


yy ry O ry % yy 08D 


MicroPets 
by Tomy, $8 each 


illustrations: Lauren Scheuer 


Lauren V 
Age 11, Virginia 
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~ Second Chances | 


These adorable animals once faced lives of pain and suffering. 
Meet the girls who helped come to their rescue. 


Chimpanzee photo courtesy of the Jane Goodall Institute Illustrations: Tracy McGuinness 
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hile many girls dream of riding 

horses, Shelby C. dreams of 

rescuing them. An article 
about a horse shelter inspired the 
Arkansas girl to take action. “I read 
that the shelter takes care of horses 
that were abused and hardly fed,” 
explains Shelby, 12. “It also needed 
donations. | thought | could help.” 


Shelby knew just what to do. In the 
past, her 4-H club had raised money 
for other causes. Shelby wanted to 
round up the club’s support to hold 
a petting zoo to raise money for the 
horse shelter. 


Since most of the 4-H members had 
animals, they thought a petting zoo 


was perfect. Through the help of her 
4-H leader, Shelby found a location 
for the zoo, and Shelby’s mom helped 
her contact local media to advertise 
the event. 


The tough part was getting the right 
balance of animals. “First, every 4-H 
member started bringing goats. We 
had tons of goats,” laughs Shelby. 
“People finally showed up with little 
animals, like rabbits and chickens.” 


The 4-H club charged an admission 
fee of $1 per person, which included 
the petting zoo and pony rides. “We 
thought we’d make a couple hundred 
dollars,” admits Shelby. “But we 
made $1,100!” 


The group used the money to buy 250 
bales of hay for the horses at the res- 
cue shelter. Shelby says the 4-H club is 
making the petting zoo an annual event: 
“It makes me so happy to know we’re 
helping to make the horses better!” 
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rook B. has a more hectic morning 

schedule than the average school- 

girl. Before school starts, the 
Ohio girl feeds, waters, and exercises 
25 dogs! 


Brook, 13, is the founder of Heroes of 
Animals—an organization that provides 
food and shelter to dogs who would 
otherwise be put to sleep at over- 
crowded shelters. “I went to our local 
pound and saw how many animals 
were dying,” explains Brook. “The 
shelter had 70 pets but was only 
capable of holding 14 animals.” 


At first, Brook’s organization worked 
to raise money for people who couldn’t 
afford to spay or neuter their pets. 


Then Brook started assisting at local 
pet adoption fairs. She met an elderly 
man named Jim, who was a foster 
parent to 27 dogs. One day, Brook and 
her family learned that Jim had died, 
leaving behind all those dogs that 
needed care. 


Heroes of Animals came to the rescue. 
Brook and her mom went to Jim’s 
house every morning to feed the dogs 
and take care of the grounds, some- 
times shoveling several feet of snow. 
Many of the dogs were frightened 
around people. “I’d sit in their kennels 
and let them know that | wasn’t going 
to hurt them,” explains Brook. 


Jim’s family ended up donating his house 


and land to Heroes of Animals and 
another organization to use as an animal 
sanctuary—a place for dogs to live for as 
long as it takes to find new homes. 


It takes about $1,000 a month to run 
the sanctuary. Brook and her volunteers 
organize raffle drawings and an annual 
food sale. Heroes of Animals also 
charges an adoption fee for each animal 
to cover health care costs. 


Brook says her hard work pays off 
when she receives letters and photos 
from people who’ve adopted the 
dogs—50 canines so far. “I know these 
animals would have been dead. Now 
they’re sleeping in nice beds and 
getting lots of attention!” 
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UIZ 


Take this quiz to see if you can guess how 
these amusing animal sayings got started. 


You'll have more fun than a barrel of monkeys! 


What it means: don’t criticize 
a gift you receive 


Where it comes from: 

a. In the early 1800s, horses were 
popular gifts for young girls. But many 
girls were bitten when they looked too 
closely at horses who didn’t know 
them well. 
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~ ¢. You can tell the age of a horse by 


\\ mouth right away to try to see how 


What it means: to avoid doing 
something because of fear 


Where it comes from: 
a. The noise a chicken makes is 


" thought to sound like teeth chattering. 


b. Chickens are easily frightened. 


c. Chickens are known to run out of 
their coop when they think the farmer 
is coming. 


b. When toys first started to be 
produced by machines instead of made 
by hand, many miniature toy horses 
came without-painted-on mouths. 


looking at its teeth. If a horse was a 
gift, it wouldn’t be polite to look in its 


old.it is. 


\ 
) 


~ 


What it means: very heavy rain 


Where it comes from: 
a. In Australia, the phrase “cats and 
dogs” is slang for thunder and lightning. 


/ b. In Scandinavian mythology, cats were 
thought to be able to influence the 


weather, and dogs represented the wind. 


c. The saying comes from a well-liked 
movie of the 1940s called Cats and 
Dogs, whose action takes place during 
a terrible rainstorm. 


Illustrations: Tamara Petrosino 
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What it means: the hottest 
days of the summer 


Where it comes from: 
a. During July and August, a star called 
Sirius, or the Dog Star, rises at about 
‘the same time as the sun. 

sae 


b. Dogs are known to howl at the moon 
on the hottest nights of the summer. 


c. The “tail end” of summer is when 
summer’s hottest days usually occur. 


WO 


Leaping lizards! 


What it means: an expression 
of surprise 


Where it comes from: 

a. Most lizards’ legs don’t have the \ 
muscles needed for jumping, so it would 
be surprising to see a leaping lizard. 


b. Jumping lizards often surprised 
cowboys sleeping on the open range. 


c. In the comic “Little Orphan Annie,” 
Annie’s dog, Sandy, loved to chase lizards. 


T’ll be a monkey's uncle! 


i 


What it means: an expression 
of shock 


Where it comes from: 

a. This saying comes from a 1950s TV 
show called My Nephew, Chimpie about 
a family and its lovable pet monkey. 


b. In the 1920s, it was a trend to lionize 
circus animal trainers and even to treat 
them like-a part of the family. 


c. In the early 1900s, many people 
thought Charles Darwin’s idea that 
humans evolved from the same ancestors 
as.apes was outrageous. 


What it means: don’t reveal 
a secret 


Where it comes from: 

a. Farmers used to bring baby pigs to 
market in bags. Sometimes, a dishonest 
farmer would put a cat into a bag and 
say he was selling a- valuable baby pig. 


b. Cats love to crawl into bags and hide 
in them very secretively. 


c. In one fairy tale, a magical cat keeps 
all of a village’s secrets in an enchanted 
bag. The town falls into mayhem when 
the cat leaves the bag open one night 
and all the secrets get out. x 
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Can’t get enough of your furry friends? 
Add a little animal flair to show your style! 


Accessorize your hair 
animal-style! Put animal 
stickers an a large barrette. 
Cover the barrette with 
Mod Podge. Let dry. For 

a fluffy accessory, cut a 
small piece of fun fur to 
cover a barrette. Use jewel 
ae tail Bo AAPM AN glue to attach fur to the 
barrette. Let dry. 


Fur Sure! 


Cover a cork square the back side of fun fur. with handmade tacks. 
(available at craft and Let dry. Trim excess fur Glue animal appliqués to 
office supply stores) with around cork. Hang photos pushpins. Let dry and tack 


glue. Place cork square on on your new corkboard onto corkboard. 
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Somethin 
Fishy : 
Wi Create your own 
aquarium. Ask an 
adult to remove the glass 
from a picture frame and 
replace it with a piece of 
blue paper. Put stickers 
of fish and other undersea 
creatures on the paper. 
Attach a piece of bubble 
wrap with double stick 


tape. Don’t forget to 
name your new pets! 


Make a set of greeting 


os : cards starring your pet! 
° | ai Decorate cards with fun 
4 papers and stickers. Cut onto the cards. Let dry. \ 
out cute photos of your Give sets of cards as gifts ’ 


pet and glue them or use them yourself! 


Wa 


Use jewel glue to attach 
plastic horses (or any 

animal!) to the border of 
a mirror or frame. Let dry. 


Hangin’ 
Around 


Make a pretty garland 

for your room. Put colorful 
animal stickers on round 
tags (available at office 
supply stores). Punch a 
hole at the bottom of each 
tag. Connect tags with fun 
paper clips. Hang around 

a window or door! 
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Cut around pictures of sheets of paper. Put your 
your pet. Glue the pictures artwork in frames and hang 
onto patterned or colored in your room. 
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Fancy Feathers 
{ Use a hair elastic to secure 


Bio's beaded of table pretty feathers to your pencil. 


appliqué to the cover of 

a plain journal. Glue on 
rhinestones for decoration. 
Let dry. 


Ven 


Light and 
Bright 


Put glittery animal stickers 
on a plain lampshade. 
Decorate by gluing on 
rhinestone accents. 
Ooh-la-light! % 


ver 


Sea Globe 


Create an ocean scene. 
Place glitter, sequins, and 
little plastic sea creatures 
in an empty jar. Fill with 
water. Screw top on, and 
shake the jar up! 


Photos: Mike Walker Illustrations: Linda Bleck 


bd Draw a tall 3 witha Starting at the top of the Draw a curving line to 
2. curl mt: 3, add a sideways curvy V finish the tail. Add lines for 

for the nose. Then draw a C stripes and a dot for an eye. 
for a belly. Now she’s in the swim! 


Draw an oval. Draw a Draw a tall scribble 
small circle inside. Add dots at the top for a fin. Add 
for eyes and the mouth. smaller scribbles on each 


side for flippers. 


- ie D. Draw a squished letter Finish the big flipper 
Add eyes and a smile. Drawa C. Connect the top of the C with a wavy line. Add a 
| big curved line on the side. to the curved line with a - smaller flipper. Draw boxes 
straight line. on the shell. Toodle-oo! 
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Draw two short, sideways 
lines above the left flipper. 
Add a scribble to finish the a 
tail. Here she comes! OG j 


Draw a small, flat Draw another long Connect the curved lines 
sideways teardrop. Add a curved line that ends close with a wavy line. Add eyes, 
long curved line as shown. to the first curve. fins, and a smile. Hi, Flipper! 


> Draw an upside-down U Connect the ends with Draw long tentacles with 
with curly ends. a wavy line. Add a little twisty ends. This jellyfish is 
t scribble inside for the guts. like a floating flower. 


0 Draw a large backward C. Draw two lines to make Draw 2 scribbles for fins, 
Add a small 3 fora mouth and __ the tail. Connect them with and 1 for a flipper. Add wiggly 
a dot for an eye. a wiggly line. lines for stripes. Give this fish 

eo another fish to kiss. 


O 


J 
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uate 
Draw a big horseshoe. Starting at the tip of each Draw small bumps along 
Add a long wavy line at enk wavy line, make another wavy the bottom of each tentacle 
. Add two more wavy line underneath, drawing for suckers. Add eyes and a — 
oward the center. Mz smile. Sea you later! < 
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f Twin sisters Katie 


and Alexa E. share 
The day the white van from . what it’s like to train 


The Seeing Eye pulled up at Sa Seeing Eye dog. 
our house, We were $0 : 
excited. When we opened the 
door, we immediately fell in love with Gibson, 
a tiny German shepherd Puppy: He was so small 
and his paws were so big—he was the cutest 
thing in the world! We knew wed have to give 


him up eventually, but we tried not to think 
about that. 


We raised Gibson to be a Seeing Eye dog. 
The Seeing Eye is an organization that 
breeds and trains dogs to become quides 

for blind people. A Seeing Eye Here we are with cute, 
dog gives great freedom—and 


ae 1 Cpe, | lovable eight-week-old 
companionship—to a blind Gibson right after he 
person. Puppy raisers like us 


| & o, m, arrived at our house. : ( 4 
raise the dogs until they’re oe ‘Ceo —_ 
old enough to work. , 4 J 


Training Gibson was our Bat Mitzvah project. We're 
Jewish, and our Bat Mitzvah is a special ceremony 
that happens when we turn 13. To get ready for the 
ceremony, we do a mitzvah—something good for 
someone else. We thought giving up a dog that we 
had loved and cared for so that he could help 


someone else would be a true mitzvah. 


@) 


We love Gibson a lot, and sometimes it’s 


hard to remember that he’s not a pet— 
he’sa working dog. Because he’s a 


We didn’t get to name Gibson. All the puppies 7 
each litter born at The Seeing Eye have names 
that start with one letter of the alphabet: 
Gibson's letter was “G” of course. What were 
Almost every day, we practiced drills Bn ob i cath Wiveeenettes sinned? ate 
Glory, and Gemma. 


_ working dog, we had to follow some 
§) specific rules for training him. 


with Gibson. We made him sit, rest, come, 


(a 
stay back, and go down. Gibson had to sit EN 


at our sides during mealtime, 


N and he wasn’t allowed to 


WA eat any “people food.” 
® | We couldn't give him 
Pi any rope toys or play 
yt 4 tug-of-war games with 


y hhim, because we didn’t 


ay 


want him to learn to play 
aggressively. He needed to know that we were 
in charge. What was the best part of training 
Gibson? Watching him grow up to be a mature, 


well-behaved dog. 


Gibson earns a 
treat—and our 
family pet, Jake, | 

% 


gets one, too. 


Illustrations: Lisa Adams 
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Gibson earns 
his wings! 


As part of his 
Seeing Eye dog 
training, Gibson 
needed to get I : 

used to being in 
public. So we took him places such as 
the post office, the airport, the mall, and 
our school. Gibson was really obedient 
on these trips. When he was afraid of something— 
like the baggage carousel at the airport or the 
crowds at a baseball game—we would talk to him in 
7 a soothing voice and tell him it was “O.K..” and he 

would calm down. 


We took Gibson to our 4-H meetings, too, where we spent e 
time with other kids training Seeing Eye dogs. We talked 
about the trips our group planned with the dogs, did 
training drills, and shared helpful tips and funny stories. 


At first, we didn’t realize how much work we 
would have to put into training Gibson. Raising 
him turned into a family proyect—we all helped 
out with him in our 
_oWn Ways. 


Here We are atthe 
4-H fair With our 
Cousin Dara. 


e & 
eg? 
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Even with all our training, it’s not a sure thing 
£) that Gibson will become a Seeing Eye dog. If he 
f passes his formal training course at The Seeing 
Eye, he'll be an official Seeing Eye dog. If he 
doesn’t make the grade, he won't, but we can 
have him back to keep as a pet. We think Gibson 
will pass with flying colors. He’s good at adjusting 
©) to different places, he learns quickly, and he’s very 


anxious to please. 


The longer Gibson was with us, the closer 
we became. We always had a little voice 
in our heads saying, “Gibson will be leaving 
soon, so don't get too attached,” but it 
was hard, because Gibson is so sweet and 
lovable! It was also hard to think about 
Gibson getting close to the blind person 
he’ll be working with and forgetting all 
about us, even though that’s just what we 
trained him to do. 


: \ When Gibson was almost 17 months old, 
he went back to The Seeing Eye. Saying 
good-bye broke our hearts. But raising 


Gibson taught us that giving something 


you love to someone who really needs itis a 
true act of kindness. % 


Alexa E. Katie E. 


Age 13, New Jersey 


Want ¢ 
0 lear 
Visit "More about The See; 
INS Eye? 


: : fe : 
We’]] MISS you, Or more 'nformation 


Gibson! 


Contest 
Winners 


Last July, we invited 
you to write a short 
animal story that 
used this line: / tried 
not to laugh, but | 
couldn’t help myself. 
From the more than 
2,800 entries, we 
picked these two 
winners! 


wanted a dog since the third grade, when 
my best friend, Irene, got a chocolate 
Labrador puppy. As an only child, 
I thought a puppy was exactly what 
I needed—a constant companion, playmate, foot 
warmer, that sort of thing. Unfortunately, my 
mom was of the belief that small, low-maintenance 
animals, such as goldfish, made wonderful pets. 

“Fish are very rewarding to care for,” she often 
replied to my repeated pleas. But I knew that fish 
did only three things: swim, eat, and get stuck in 
the water filter. No, a dog was what I wanted, and 
I had resolved to fight for one until I succeeded. 
Finally, one warm April morning, my hard work 
paid off. Mom and I made a deal. 

“A dog is a huge responsibility,” she began. “I 
need you to prove to me that you'll be responsible 
in handling a dog before I even consider allowing 
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by Brianna R. 


Eileen thinks she’s ready for a puppy, but: 
taking care of a pet turns out to be tougher 
than she imagined. 


you to get one. You'll need to do a little petsitting.” 

“Petsitting? Mom, I’m around Irene’s dog 
every day! I’m almost her second owner! I even 
taught her how...” 

“... to shake,” Mom finished for me. “You’ve 
told me that before. But Irene’s dog is full grown 
and already trained. We’re talking about an 
untrained, energetic puppy. I’ve gotten you a pet- 
sitting job with Ms. Baxter and her new puppy.” 

“Ms. Baxter? Since when has she had a dog?” 

“She got a golden retriever puppy about a week 
ago. At a party a few days ago, he was something 
of a nuisance. For her party next week, she wants 
someone who will play with him. That’s all you 
have to do. And if Ms. Baxter gives me a good 
report, then you can get a puppy.” 

“Really?” I asked incredulously. 

“Really,” she said, smiling. 
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week later, I found myself ringing the her guests. Zooks attempted to follow her, but 
doorbell of Ms. Baxter’s large house. I grabbed his collar. “Sorry, buddy,” I said. “You'll 
ST a “Hello, Eileen,” Ms. Baxter said as have to hang out with me tonight.” 
i coh she opened the door. At her feet sat an I played with Zooks for about an hour. When it 
adorable puppy, which promptly waddled over began to get dark, he crawled over to his basket, 
and began attacking my shoelaces. curled up, and looked as though he was ready for 


“This is Zooks,” she said, gesturing toward the along sleep. Feeling fatigued, I threw myself 
puppy. “And if you'll follow me, I’llshow you where _ onto the couch and flipped on the television. 
you need to keep him.” I gently pried Zooks off my 


sneakers and went with Ms. Baxter into the living 
room, followed closely by the puppy, who still 
seemed very interested in my laces. 

“Zooks has already been fed, so all I want you 
to do is play with him and keep him in here until 
dinner is over,” she informed me. 

Ding-dong! The doorbell rang. A few minutes later, my eyelids began getting 

“That must be Mr. and Mrs. Mango, soifyou’ll — droopy. I longed to doze off, but it didn’t seem 
excuse me...” Ms. Baxter left the room to greet right to nap on the job. In fact, it occurred to me 
that it probably wasn’t a great idea to be watching 
television on the job, either. I flipped the TV off 
and glanced at Zooks’s basket. 

It was empty. 

“Zooks?” I called softly, looking around the 
room. He wasn’t there. 

If I were a dog, \thought, where would I go? 
Somewhere with food and people and... 

The dining room! 

I crept quietly through the dark kitchen and 


peered through the doorway of the dining room. 
Six dinner guests sat at the large mahogany 
table, apparently absorbed in a highly amusing 
story Ms. Baxter was telling. They were too 
absorbed, it seemed, to notice what I noticed— 
Zooks was crawling around under the table! 
Maybe I could get Zooks out before anyone 
noticed. After all, if he had passed through the 
room unseen, why couldn’t I? Perhaps I could get 


Illustrations: Laura Cornell 
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under the table, snatch Zooks, and sneak out. 
I got down low on all fours and crawled stealthily 
toward the table. 

“Eileen, what in heaven’s name are you doing?” 
asked Ms. Baxter. 

My face grew very hot. Slowly, I lifted my head 
to look at the seven people who were staring at 
me. I opened my mouth, but no sound came out. 

“Well?” asked Ms. Baxter. I was saved the 
trouble of answering by a bloodcurdling shriek. 

“AHHHHHHHHHHHHHH!” 

Chaos! Everyone jumped up in confusion. 

I saw the source of the scream: one guest’s feet 
were being attacked by Zooks. I sprang into 
action. Diving under the table, I maneuvered 
through the fray of feet and grabbed Zooks. 
Then, still holding the squirming puppy, I backed 
out from beneath the table. 

The commotion had ceased, followed by 
complete silence. I didn’t have the courage to 
look up at the seven pairs of eyes looking right at 
me. So, still staring down at Ms. Baxter’s white 
carpet, I began my apology. 
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“Um... I’m Eileen and this is Zooks and I was 
supposed to be watching him, but, um... I was 
careless and let him escape. I’m sorry for the... 
trouble this caused.” 


lost my only chance oe & | 
at gettingadog. ~~ 


I looked up tentatively, waiting for a reprimand 
or at least some sort of affirmation that they had 
heard me. But all I saw were seven faces with 
their mouths open, wearing identical expressions 
of shock. I tried not to laugh, but I couldn’t help 
myself. I giggled and giggled, and soon everyone 
in the room was laughing, too. Zooks barked in 
the midst of the racket we were making. Then 
I suddenly realized that by letting Zooks escape, 
I had probably just lost my only chance at getting 
a dog. That wiped the grin right off my face. 


few days later, there was a knock on 
the door. My mother answered it, and 
I saw Ms. Baxter standing in the door- 


way, holding Zooks on a leash. 

“Hello, Ms. Baxter! Please come in,” Mom said. 

“Thank you.” Ms. Baxter stepped through the 
doorway, followed by Zooks, his tail wagging 
furiously at the sight of me. 

“I just have a few things for Eileen,” Ms. Baxter 
went on. She rummaged around in her purse and 
produced a crisp five-dollar bill. “For your pet- 
sitting services,” she said, holding it out to me. 

“Thank you,” I replied, taking it. Then Ms. 
Baxter held out Zooks’s leash. 

“Do you want me to take Zooks for a walk?” 
Iasked, puzzled. 

“No, Eileen. I want you to have Zooks. Keep 
him. As your pet.” 

When these words had sunk in, all I could say 
was “Huh?” 

“After having Zooks for a couple weeks, I’ve 
come to think that a puppy isn’t the right sort of 
pet for me,” Ms. Baxter continued. “I need a 
small, low-maintenance animal, like a goldfish. 
But as I’m still very fond of Zooks, I wanted to 
give him to a kind, responsible owner.” 

I glanced at Mom, waiting for her to say some- 
thing like, “After Eileen’s petsitting incident, I’m 
convinced that she isn’t responsible enough for 
a dog.” But she didn’t. In fact, she said, “Eileen, 
aren’t you going to thank Ms. Baxter for her 
generous gift?” 

“Thanks,” I said weakly, taking the leash. 

Ms. Baxter smiled, said good-bye, and left. As 
soon as she was gone, I turned to Mom. 

“What...who... how did this happen?” 

I stammered at Mom. 
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“Oh, I don’t know,” she said mysteriously and 
then smiled. I immediately suspected conspiracy. 
“Can you at least tell me why you let me keep 
Zooks? I was totally irresponsible at my petsitting 

job!” I cried. 

“Well, after you let Zooks escape, you owned 
up to your mistake and apologized. If that’s not 
responsibility, then I don’t know what is.” 

“Oh,” I said. Things made a little sense now. 
“Thanks, Mom.” I gave her a hug. 

I bent down and pried Zooks off my shoelaces. 

“Now, Zooks,” I said, setting him down. “I’m 
going to teach you how to shake.” X 


Unlike Eileen, I’ve had great luck 
with dogs I’ve known. When my 
yellow Labrador, Wisty, was a puppy, 
she was never as mischievous as 


Zooks. And my petsitting experiences 
were never as crazy as Eileen’s—the dogs I sat for 
were always really good! 


Brianna, age 13, lives in Virginia. 
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Is this the year that Crystal will break her 


bad-luck curse at the neighborhood carnival? 


very year for the past four years, our 
| neighborhood has held a carnival on the 


| last day of spring vacation. And every 


B= | year I have done something silly and 
embarrassing to mess up my part in the carnival. 
My best friend, Lee, calls it “Crystal’s Carnival 
Curse.” Last year, Lee and I put together a skit of 
Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs with some of 
the other kids. Lee was Snow White, I was Happy, 
and we both directed. But because I messed up 
and told the other actors the wrong show time, it 
was Snow White and the One Dwarf. Needless to 
say, I wasn’t Happy at all—more like Grumpy. 
And this year, I should’ve known something 
horrible would happen again. It was a curse! 


ust a few days ago I said to Lee, “This year 
will be different. I want to have a good act!” 
“What about your curse?” Lee asked. 

| “Til thwart it! Curses are thwartable, 
right?” I asked. 


“I guess,” she replied as Suzie, my little sister, 


and Benny, Lee’s younger brother, came into my 
room. They were wearing capes made of dish 
towels and old top hats from our dress-up box. 
Benny was toting a wire cage with two green 
toads in it. 

“Hey, Crystal! Wanna see me and Benny’s 
magic toadies? We’re ma-trick-ians and we pull 
toads outta hats ’stead of bunnies!” Suzie 
exclaimed. 

“You guys are magicians! Wow,” Lee gushed. 
She has more patience with siblings than I do. 


SSS 


“Yup,” said Benny proudly. “Winky and Smirky 
are magic-y-ish-anns, too!” 

“That’s nice and everything, but you munchkins 
should buzz off. Lee and I are discussing our plans 
for the Spring Carnival,” I said. 

Lee nodded. “The theme is pets, and we need 
something unique, an animal no one will expect.” 

Suzie and Benny whispered to each other and 
suddenly got very excited, hopping up and down. 
“Crystal! We know what you can do!” Suzie said. 

“What?” Lee asked them. 

“Winky and Smirky can be the stars of your 
show!” Benny yelled. 

Their toads? Stars of the carnival? I tried not to 
laugh, but I couldn’t help myself. “Who would 
want to see a couple of warty old toads?” I gasped 
between giggles. 

Benny and Suzie wore wounded expressions. 

“Come on, Crys,” Lee said. “It’s crazy enough 
that it just might work. It 7s unique.” 


MarcH/APRIL 2004. 


37 


| Contest Winners 
f\ 


I considered it. Pets like dogs, cats, and 
| hamsters were too common to catch a crowd’s 
eye. The perfect candidate for our star would 
have to be awe-inspiring yet harmless, eye- 
catching but not too extreme. Maybe Suzie and 
Benny are right, | thought to myself. “All right. 
| Your toads will have to do,” I said. 
| Benny, Suzie, and Lee cried out in triumph. 
Even Winky and Smirky joined in with their 
bellowing croaks. 

“Don’t fret, Crystal,” Lee assured me. 
“We'll be positively magical!” 


fter a few days of toad training, planning, 
and worrying, we were ready. Winky 
and Smirky could hop through hoops, 


bounce through an obstacle course, and 
sit around looking impres- 


sive wearing the paper 
wizard hats Benny had 
made for them. 

Lee and I hurried to set 
up our props on the stage 
down in the cul-de-sac 
where the carnival always 
was. Booths and tables 
selling dog biscuits, kitty 
collars, and stuffed gerbils crowded our street. 
Curious kids wandered about. I set the toads 
down on a nearby picnic table and scanned the 
area for Suzie and Benny. 


I knew that Benny and Suzie would be very 
disappointed if they missed the big performance, 
so I needed to find them. “I'll be right back, Lee,” 
I called to her. 

“Mmm-hmm,” she murmured. She was across 
from our stage, examining someone’s rabbits. 
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I hadn’t made much progress when I heard the 
DJ announce, “The Spring Carnival has officially 
begun!” That meant that our toad show was set to 
start. I raced back to our stage, and J arrived in 
time, but guess who weren’t there? The toads! 

“lm sorry, Crystal! I turned around and they 
weren’t there. They disappeared or something!” 
Lee cried. I had been certain those toads would 
save me from Crystal’s Carnival Curse, and now 
they had done just the opposite. They had 
abandoned me, leaving me in distress! 

“Lee, search for Winky Att 
and Smirky. I’ll distract P 
the audience,” I called as 
I ran to the stage. 

“Ladies and gentle- 
men, we guarantee 
you've never seen, or 
rather, not seen, 
anything as...uh...” 


and, um, as different as & 1) 
this daring duo! Give it up for Winky and Smirky, 
the completely invisible toads!” 

As the crowd applauded, the curtain on the 
makeshift stage went up. I stepped off the stage 
and headed to the back of the crowd to look for 
Lee. On the stage was something you wouldn’t 
expect to be the main attraction of a neighbor- 
hood fair—absolutely nothing. I hoped the 
audience would be too confused to protest, and 
Lee would find our warty stars before another 
year was gone and another carnival show failed. 

I glanced back at the stage and saw two tiny 
magicians scuttle onstage. They were each 
holding an upside-down top hat. 


“Ladies and kettleman, you are about to see the 
in-lis-able toadies come out of our hats and be 
lis-able!” a familiar voice announced. 
“Abra-labra-dora, cha-cha, and more-a!” the 
magicians chanted, flipping over their hats. The 
crowd clapped wildly when the toads tumbled to 
the ground. I stared in disbelief along with Lee, 
who had suddenly appeared at my elbow. Winky 
winked, Smirky smirked, and Lee and I grinned 
at each other, applauding as our siblings and 
their pets beamed at us. Talk about magical! 


New Story Contest! 


Contest Winners | 


ater, Suzie told me that she and Benny 
took the toads to visit some rabbits after 
I had put them on the picnic table. 
“We brought them to the bunny. They 
got advices for coming outta hats,” she explained. 
Lee beamed at Suzie and Benny and said, “The 
audience loved you!” Then she turned to me. “You 
thwarted the curse, Crys. It didn’t prevail!” 
I smiled. “And we didn’t get warts!” We laughed 
and the toads croaked in agreement. X 


Meet the Author 


Rockad R. 


I like to laugh, so when I write stories, 
they’re usually about silly things. And 


I think toads are funny little creatures, 
so it was easy to make up a comical 
story about two fun-loving toads! 


Rachel, age 14, lives in Rhode Island. 


Honorable mentions go to: 


Age 13, Kansas Age 14, by, &. 
Age aryboe Age 13, el 


Hannah M. 


Age 14, Oregon 


It’s time for another story contest. Here are the rules: 


1 This time, you choose! 
Use this line in your story: 
“When | peeked in the 
room, there it was—the 
best/worst gift in the 
world.” It’s your choice— 
pick either “best” or 
“worst” for your story. 


Your story should take 
place in November or 
December and have a 
holiday setting. All 
characters in your story 
must be original. 


O Yeur story should not 


be longer than six hand- 
written pages or three 
typed pages. 


your story, stating that 
you made it up. 


4 Mail your story to the 


3. Include your first and 
last name, address, phone 
number, and birth date. 
Your parent must sign 


address on page 2 by 
April 7. Winners will 
appear in the November/ 
December 2004 issue. 
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T he Aggle ang 


The Giggle Gang has volunteered at a vet something in common. For example, the 


clinic. The girls in each row or column girls in the top row each have a mouse. Can 
you figure out how the others are alike? 


facross, up, down, or diagonally) share 
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Cocoacs Corner 


Figure out how this mixed-up comic should read, then write the letters in order on the lines. 


ci 


Watering Hole 


eo Lst9' Be hy 


Can you find 21 different animals around the watering hole? 


Ce s 
“eymorso yen? 


Paul Meise 


PREE CHIVES UTE POS Tae 


Iustrations: 


Sammi: Why did you quit feeding the giraffes at the zoo? Julie: | wasn’t up to it. What’s the best book to buy for a skunk? A best smeller! Bront B. 


Hi, honey! I’m home! Why didn’t Noah ever play cards on his ark? Because the animals were standing on the deck. A\\ison S. 
Age 12, California 


MARCH/APRIL 2004. 


Age 12, Wisconsin 
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mt Desert St umpers We aac 


Bury yo your head. in the a if on can’t solve these tricky brainteasers! 


(ost AOg WA: 
1. in Tucson, Arizona, is can’t mes WN 
picture of a girl with a lizard. Why not? 


3. wank won’t desert animals re : 
eggs—even if they’re starving?” « 


ye 5: 


hich Seritence is correct: 
a. Prairie dog are the smallest 
members of the dog family. Ng 
b. Prairie dog is the smallest 
snatches 4 of them, how many are rent on nthe log? BF NNN member of the dog family. 


Answer Box 


AG Code 
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What do you get when you cross lll eres 
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a camel with a cow? 
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A goldfish! Upiieasca N. Q: What did Cinderella the Seal wear to the ball? A: Glass flippers! Send jokes to the address on page 2. Include your birthday and signature! 
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What looks exactly like an elephant but weighs nothing at all? An elephant’s shadow. What fish costs the most? 
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Age 9, Kansas 


S: Laura Come 
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HELP 


Dear American Girl, 
My rabbit died about a month 
ago. I’m not dealing with it very 
well. I still cry about it every 
night. I try to think of happy 
memories, but it doesn’t help. 
I need advice. 
Heartbroken 
It’s very difficult when a pet dies, 
and it’s not surprising that you 
feel so sad. Look for new ways to 
fill the emptiness inside. Your rab- 
bit probably made you feel needed, 
so a new pet might make you feel 
better, if you’re ready for one. The 
new pet would not replace your 
rabbit but would find a new place 
in your heart. It might make you 
feel good to put together a scrap- 
book about your rabbit, too. In 
time, the memories will bring you 
happiness again. 

4 
Dear American Girl, 
I’m scared of dogs, and I don’t 
even know why. I try to be nice 
to dogs, but it never works 
because I always think they’re 
going to bite. 
Scared 


Start slowly by getting comfortable 


with a calm dog you know you can 
trust. Toss the dog a toy or a treat 
to break the ice, and let her come 
to you. Talk in soothing tones as 
you pet the dog gently under the 
chin, and gradually work up to 
petting her neck and back. When 
you’re comfortable with one dog, 
you should feel more confident 
around other dogs. Just remember 
to always ask the owner if it’s 
0.K. to pet the dog before you get 
too close to it, and never look an 
unfamiliar dog in the eye. 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
I have a guinea pig and I always 
forget to feed him. How can 
I remember? 


i. Forget 


Start feeding your guinea pig at 
a time of day when you eat a 
meal, too. Before you take even 
one bite of breakfast, make sure 
you feed your pet. If you need a 
reminder, keep a photo of your 
guinea pig in a frame near your 
spot at the table, or put a big sign 
on the fridge. With a little effort, 
you'll soon be a better pet owner. 
+ 
Dear American Girl, 
My friend hogs my new kitten 
when she comes over. When- 
ever she can’t have the kitten, 
she wants to go home. What 
should I do? 
Pet Peeved 
A kitten is pretty irresistible, 
especially if your friend doesn’t 
have any pets of her own. Try 
to be a little more patient with 
her. After she plays with the 
kitten for a while, let your friend 
know that your kitten needs a 
break from all the attention, and 
suggest another fun activity. If all 
else fails and your friend refuses 
to do anything else, play with 


your friend at her house instead. 
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MORE HELP 


Dear American Girl, 
I love horses. My room, locker, 
and notebook are covered with 
them. I want to ride horses and 
be around them, but I have a 
problem—my parents won’t let 
me! What should I do? 
Bow ke ride 
Horses are wonderful, but it’s not 
always easy to spend a lot of time 
with them, especiaily if you don’t 
live in the country. Riding can be 
expensive, too. Ask your parents 
about why they won’t let you ride. 
Maybe they’ll let you take a ride 
as a gift for a special occasion. 
No matter what, with books and 
movies, you can always spend time 
with horses in your imagination. 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
I have a dog who can get pretty 
hyper. She always bugs me 
when I’m doing my homework. 
How can I get her to calm down 
when I want her to? Petting 
doesn’t work. 


A dog with lots of energy needs 


more than just petting—she needs 
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exercise. Your dog is probably 


excited to see you after you’ve 
been gone. Taking her for long 
walks every day after school will 
be good for both of you. Spend 
some time training her every day, 
too. The attention and exercise 
will tire her out, and you'll be 
able to work in peace and quiet. 
x 
Dear American Girl, 
I’m a big animal lover. I’d like 
to volunteer somewhere that 


I could really work with animals. 


Can you give me some ideas of 
places I could go? 

Pet Crazy 
Talk to your parents about what’s 
realistic. Would you be able to 
help out once or twice? Or could 


you commit to volunteering every 


ee 


week? Then do a little research 


' ) and find out what’s available 

} in your area. Check with animal 
) shelters, wildlife centers, and 

J zoos to see whether they have 
volunteer programs for kids. If 
you know a veterinarian, she or 
he might be willing to let you 
help out, too. It sounds like 
you have a big heart—don’t be 
afraid to follow it. 


x 


Advice from You 

“| have advice for girls who 
feel nobody listens to them. 
If you have a pet, sit down 
with it in a calm area where 


you can be alone. Talk to 


your pet. He or she will listen, 
and you'll feel a lot better.” 


Valooha, ¥ 


Age 13, Minnesota 


Need advice? Got advice? Write: 
Help! 
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8400 Fairway Place 
Middleton, WI 53562 
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Italy 


From llamas to lizards 
~ and hamsters to horses, 
4 this was a wild issue! 
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The Scoop on Secrets 
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Fun Fashions : 
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Coming up in the May/ J une issue 
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Easy ideas for making ss Great ways to relax when 

ordinary pictures special Ph a —@ you're feeling stressed es 
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Tips on saying good-bye, staying in touch, 
and making new friends 


Take a quiz and find out what kind of 
adventurer you are. 
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